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Dear Sir; Be; Osage Indian Eurder Broadcast

All of us at this office looked forward with much interest

to the broadcast of the Osage Indian murder story which occurred on the

15th instant, and I had taken peine to give the matterjaJLittle local
.

publicity by having an item appear in two of the local newspapers*

I regret to say that we were all very much disappointed in
X U TvSa. -wx A » A wVt 4 A W + Vk buuc iLuanutsi. xii wiiivu B +BTWra «/w a y
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manner in which the episode was dramatized did not do justice whatever

to the facta of the investigation. Sheriff Kerve Frees, pawhuskc, whose

pert was protrayed in the broadcast, is a big, upstanding western Sheriff,

very active and aggressive, whereas his part as pictured in the broadcast

would create in the minds of the listeners an impression that he was

perhaps a little "dried-up runt", ignorant, fearsome and requiring to be

led. I suspect that if Sheriff Freas listened to this broadcast, he will

not hereafter have a very kindly feeling toward this Bureau*

I realize that the subject matter of investigation was difficult

to dramatize
,
but inasmuch as it is one of the most spectacular and im-

portant cases ever hendled by this Bureau, I think much more favoreble

publicity could have been had by having the story told by Agent Conroy

along the same plans used by him in other stories Which he has put out

over the radio, and to itiich I have listened with a great deal of interest

end enthusiasm. I realize that the broadcasts by Agent Conroy do not reach

one-tenth as many people as the N»B.C. broadcasts, but I wish to say that

in my opinion the activities of the Bureau can be much more effectively

brought out along the lines he uses than by the ^p^matization system as

employed in the N.B.C. broadcast*

Please be assired that I have only the best interests of the

Bureau at heart in writing this letter of criticism*

Verytruly yours,

E, H. Colvin, '

Special Agent in Charge
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Reference ii aade to your letter cj* Soveztber 17, 19j7, .

.

relative tcvtbe recent broadcast of the Oea^er Indian Bur.ier ca - ,

:;. The Bureau regret* your disappointment and that of your

>r>

- local friend^ At this broadcast, especially' in view of the fact :4

26 that ywo had taken pains to glee 'the matter 'publicity

aewp^pere. . . . .
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Aa indicated in the Bureau’s letter of Roveaber 21,

1932, to Special A^ent F. S. Saith, a copy of which %.zr cent to
.

joa, other sections of the country in which the lislen-rre '<&:$

not faeiliar with the actipJL details of the csea, as in tha Om-^a

country itself, received the presentation of this case aore' favor-

ably and considered it the sost affective of the broadcasts

presented to date* .
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Serious consideration la being given to the suggostdon

Contained in paragraph three of your letter to the affect that

the presentation of cares could be jore adec.a&vely p. '.-^o f<

if given in narrative form, but at the present time th- largcz

,broadcasting^companies desire to 'present them only in dra&atis -i
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f <1 lba Bursau would bo very pleased if you coul-.’i make
v
‘. 1* arraageaents to have some radio station in the vicinity of ..

5',01claboma City broadcast this particular case in narrative fora to

be suppl»=onted with an Introduction by you t-.xpl aining t’rs gun .ral i

itivltles of the Bureau* ,,
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v 5 As stated in the Bureau’s letter of Uovenber 21 relative -

' ttiis cattar, the histenr of this Case as prepared by the Br can

Special Agent F* S* faith. was subnitt i:'d to the lar'-ano »r 1 7r ;?

oonpacy for u:-* In its dramatised version of the case* a *: V*
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April 26, 1933 .

WILLIAM KING KALE: JOHN RAMSEY

MURDER ON INDIAN RESERVATION

t ' ** t-

Mysterious Murders of Several Osage Indians Solved.
Hale and Three Confederates Given Life Sentences.
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* From 1921 to 1923 » several Osage Indians died under mysterious circum-

.stances on the Qsage Indian Reservation in Oklahoma. Four Indians end a

white girl were 'thought to have been murdered ht the instigation of. William

'King (Big Bill) Hale, sometimes referred to as "King of the Osage", in order t

to collect insurance and to make two of Hale’s nephews sole heirs to valuable ,

;$£•*'•

'

c

oil properties of the murdered Indians. Investigation try Special Agents of

the United States Bureau of Investigation was extremely difficult, duo to ,

Hale’s power in the conaaunity and the fear in which he was held. Special

Agents worked under the pulse of medi Mne men, cattlemen, and insurance sales-

men. They established that Hale had had the white girl and two Indians

blown up by dynamite and two other Indians shot. Hale and John Ramsey,

his henchman, were convicted of murder after a spectacular trial In

Federal Court and each sentenced to life imprisonment in the United States .

Penitentiary at -Leavenworth. Ernest Burkhart, a nephew of Hale, and Kelsey

Morrison, a hireling of Hale, each received life sentences in the State
/_ ;:0 p

Courts for murders in which they participated at Hale’s instigation, but '

which did not occur on the Indian Reservation.
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• The Osage Indian country lies in the Osage hills,

northeastern part of Oklahoma, a beautiful rolling country covered ’with t4U»-*s«^|
green limestone* grass, and considered the finest cattle grazing country In
the world. *’
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The Osage Indian Reservation, which is identical with Geage County^
Oklahoma, consists of a million and a half acres of Indian allotted land. As
the largest county in the State, being larger in area than the entire State

of Delaware. It is bounded on the southwest by the Arkansas River, and

reaches from Tulsa, Oklahoma, on tho south to Ponca City on the north, a

distance of approximately sixty miles. It is also sixty miles in width at

its widest point. To givo on additional idea of its immensity
,
it contains

over sixteen hundred public schools. V
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Hi is 'reservation was acquired by the Cherokee Treaty from the >\l ..

Cherokee Indians July 9, 1866. The county scat at tho time of the

related was Pawbuska, having n population of eight thousand. Other towns'

and villages in tho county arc Fairfax, Grayhorse, Hominy, TTynona , Per

Sklatook and Nelagonoy.
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inu UStigu Indian ^uncy, wi uu ncuuqut^ i»vu s uw

.tends tho affairs of tho Osage Indians, and attends to the disbursing of

amounts due them. Tho ogoncy is in turn under the Commissioner of Indian

.Affairs, handling tho affairs of all Indian tribes under- the protection of

the United States Government, this Commission being under the direct super-

vision of the Dopartmont of tho Interior.
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By on enactment of 1907, head rights for 2,229 duly enrolled w*

_ monbors of the Csa<to tribe woro creatod. This number of head rights r>T.r.
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at tnuugn
andVmrious Osngo Indians draw rovanuo from or are allotted

based upon their head rights. Tho original allotment to each 0! ’:»ru I ’dian
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St>$4 of 160 ncros ns a homestead, r/hich vua supplemented sut.-r.auo$d

other land grants until ec.ch head .right ellotBumt canyi-et^i^
aparcBiiinctoly 657 acres. fit;
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13 To give an idon of the wealth of* the- Osago Indians in formur

14 07^'';. tiros ns compared with tho lorpc nmountb of money rocoivod by than
15 ,_'•**' "bll tcs struck on tho reservation, tho folioring net per capita payment
16 .

<*5^, to each Osage Indian antitied to rocoive income from the common fund
i/7. 2, ’ • set out:
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Not Pur Capita Distribution
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1680
1900- •

.

•

laio •
4

1915
1920
1921 •( the yoiir of

' tho first
murder)

1923 (tho year of
four murders)

10.50
200.00
250.00
221 .31

8,090.00

per. year
por year
per yerr
per year
por year
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8,600.00

12,400.00

To give ’in additional idon of tho enormous real
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tion until Juno 30, 1931, rora paid a total n jt revenue of $241,546,299.82,
in addition to various other ixpondi turns made in their behalf.
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The -tribal officers of tho Osage Indians are elected ovary t r
:c . . .?:7;i.

years, and consist of a Chief rad Assistant Chief, rad of a Tribe! Council
of eight.

’
-

' :0
Certlfi catos of competency uoro issued to Indians deemed to p&Cf: .'4*^'

able to hnndlo thoir ora financial affairs, tho recipients being permitted a"

to disposo of their h^.d rights and allotted land holdings as they sntt fit.

i

. Iho numbor of actual producing oil rolls on the reservation
Juno- 30, 1920, was 5,859, and had increased to 8,579 na of Juno 30, 1922
Practically nil of the lrad contained in tho reservation is lrr-sod for oil or
natural gas production purposes.

Distribution of tho funds to the 0aag( Indians differed uorr

that of other tribcis in that n common pool r:is rar.do of all eure' r^s. iC*‘

rifod from, tho territory *.?hich t^jb divided (*mong n,ll tho Indians c;
7fgg

tlod to allr^nont rights, vhich r*t no timo during tho lost deev

^otclcd moro thon tr?o thousand W
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To illustrate the profligacy of the majority of these Indi

tb*- OTjQdat tht. end of tho fiscal year 1921 $691,000 to vr ricus inrli

;!#:• a4 unca<K»n thing from 1920 to 1925 far the grocery bills of n
Os^ejlndi ms to run from ')500 to $1,000 oach per month.

12 .vO^-'-'V
13
14 >..

^5 gacsta
,
and- gifts “tiro exchanged between tho various tribes . rad indirddusla

1€ Thoso stomp donees arc tho occasion for nil night and '11 day for ots
,
during

;

> Stomp dances aro still indulged in several time s r. year by
nt which timo'mombors of other Indian ribes nro invited to cttcttdC' ’ .V-k

‘fe

»V'

^^-trhich tho members of tho Osage tribo-f ns veil a3 visiting tribes, elnd in.

1 O -
*

L n-±.. ...picturesque costumes, danco in a circular formation to tho rythmic bent
the .tan-tan. Under tho stimulating influence of tho donee, which begins in

"" c more ar
r loss orderly fashion, tho drawers soon vox moro enthusiastic nod

^7*pnw tho ground liko r bunch of ^ild Btoers", after which they trf.ll retire
for fUrthor feasting, during part of which professional Indian dancers, rrll

28 v

29%*'
'

,

30-'!*' -

emuso tho assembled nudioneV. Hiis dance is oarticipab d in not only by
tho young and. enthusiastic membors of tho trioe^hht also oy tho elder
and- women of vho tribes, **o, porhnps, r.ro ranemboring the feasts of eariica^^l

yocrs end are trying to bring back their happy recollection by participating^|5p^
in theso nr.tivi* dnneos. \<u£&z?y ^
£ * '

fi. .

*
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'. Marriage by full-blood Osage Indians ,

Those number constitute
between one-fourth and one-third of tho total number on the tribal rolls,
ore still solemnized according to tribal customs.
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Osage County and the surrounding territory contain very wild • /'

stretches of country', thickly wooded with timber uneuited for commercial -S

purposes, but affording oxcollent concealment in addition to its almost.,'

incccessiblo canyons which served as hide-outs for notorious criminals. .

At_ tho time of tho xnurdur3 from 1921 to 1923, this country was r haven %

.

for all typos of desperate criminals who fl^ckod there frvn all parts of
the country due to the nature of the country itaclf affording such ?
excellent hiding places for wanted criminals. This criminal dement •

to a largo extent was attracted by tho enormous wealth cf the Osage Irdinrs*-'5f|)&

Bandits and robbers abounded. Th>; notorious Al. Sp-nctr gar.g

\
y- a

:* •

5

Av

of bmk robbers used this country for thoir hide-out. Thi s particular
rebbor r»na at one time approached by V. K. Hale, ;±o r.ttenptcd unsuccess-

= / 'I t * .
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’ Spencer gong, and his fc.thor, John Gregg, testifiod against Halo at his
rourder trial to the effect that Halo tried unsuccessfully to hire’ Al

' Spenedr, ns well as both of tho Gro^s, tc rrurdor certain Indians.

Vi-,-

"Curley" Johnson, anothor notorious bank brr.dit, was r.lsr. activ
. _

injhio country' 7 end T7-is at one time nppronchod by ?, nephea- of ifilliar.

Hall) nt' Halo’s instigation, for the purpose of hiring Jo'insor. to murder^

:

contain Indians .”"johnsc'n was Inter killod under mysterious circui^a taJ*cos4
*

'f ont* the rumor wc.s cemnon that ho had boon killod at tho instigation ‘it

for.rod tliht ho night talk. .
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Another notorious character who shared honors with W. K.

of the criminal element of Osage County was IIer_ry Grnrmer, a no
nan who had complete control of the Osage Liquor traffic, and rho C*i

d to keep certain woods surrounding his land lighted up by means

^ Vjprlvately -OTiied power plant, where he worked a gang of criminals who hod
' fled from all over tiie United States day and night in making illicit liquor^,

C^titior di^d in an automobile accident prior to tho investigation of

* V :

* **

, /.
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i®vj,c\fe^^with him at tho time of tho uccidont, but no investigation was ever ratdo

local' authoritieA,
,
as his death was considered a good riddance . There w&s 4 y

'
rA"^

'

-

murder cases, 'and at tho time of hi a death had on Ms person $15,000.00
cash. Ho is supposod to hove boon nrfrdcrod by a notorious bandi-fc who was

V a gaping wound undor bis left axnpit . ;•

A bandit who was gorving time in the Oklahoma State Fonit :*ntiary,

S>-

rocalled while boing
t
interviewed by a SpeciaVAgait of the United Str.tes

Bureau of Iny^ stigntion that during the period ' df *thc murders he r-ttcndiDd^rf^^iS
a gathering of thirty- t^o nationally known bank bandits and train robbers in^.1

o group of woods in the Osago Country, where they rare in hiding as •

-..V

fugitives from ’justice, and during their sojourn they often engaged in -

?B -pistol practice, skill in the use of pistols being absolutely necessary to
29
*ossr
3

thqir profession at this time
mm
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Prior to the Osage Indian tribe becoming imensely wealthy over-

32 v
33 -if

34>s <* *

m
ten

16
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38
39
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42
43
44
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night through discovery of oil on the reservation, William K.Hale, known fts

"Bill" Hale and sometimes dubbed "King of the Osage”, drifted into this •:

territory fren Texas, an uneducated and more or loss uncouth cor puncher
and cattle thief, but possessed of a domineering personality. He finally y^4j#
succeeded in controlling 45,000 acres of select Osage grazing lend by means

,aw
*V*J

»****_

:*Wi -

.V _
y "-c *?

of-leases, «nd acquired 5,000 acres outright, in addition to controlling a
I bank at Fairfax, Oklahoma, and owning a purt in a store there, growing
immensely wealthy from his dealings with tho Osage Indians. Eventually he
bectmo a millionaire, who dominatod local politics and seemingly could not
be punished for any of tho many crimes which were laid at his door. His *
method of building up power and prestige was to put various individuals.

- r under obligation to him by moans of gifts or favors shown to them. Con-
sequently, ho had & trenondous following in the vicinity composed not only
of the riffraff element which had drifted in, but of many good and sub-

5W' .

46 ci tizone

.

stigatud

The various characters concerned in this story wero as follows

WILL ( 'BILL "/KING HALE, master mind behind tho five murders
d, 5^ voar old typical westerner of medium stature, black h

~
7T ' (A •

' j

log gray, prepossessing figuro, neat dresser, ruddy complexion, :dio-.;:4#l»4
ctod a milituxy air, with shoulders back end chest out, sclf-conf

thtt owner of many fino horses, having u home in Fairfax, Oklahoma, and
Tralch houao near 'Vuyhorsa,. Oklahoma, in tho middle of his immense holding'''

-^”

Sl-v : /
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£*>Vir
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JOHN HALSEY, bootlegger, fifty your old typical rough typo

oto oriminol- mho had starred a p-aaitv-ntiury tons for rustling

&t naafcor of tho notorious Henry Grumner (png, actual murderer .of .f'PS»;-' !

iam S. Smith, Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire, end Henry Roan,

* t-

‘ct'r»rr, r» *n rvrrm/rrirm
Aru.ui .wi xjuiTCvriJUM ,
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of t,- K.Halo, rho completely dominated him, a xroukvillod individual ...

did his uncle’s bidding; married to Mollis Burkhart, full-blood Osage ,f

Indian, daughter of Lizzie Q, realthy in her o'm right; a very friendly

individual tiho seemingly thought ho 1?cd done no v’rong in participating in
the crimes ho nAnittod; ' implicated -in tho murd'-r of Honry Ronn and of tho •

•W. E. anith family, Ha rus the -unk link in 7/illiraa K. Hole’s organ ination.

.
.

y/.Hs*

y.VV‘ •

the -first to confess the true state of affairs, giving Special Agents of
this Bureau their first real load in tho cose, actually implicating Hole

2 3 Vs?t.

grid Pjmn ny -

•:".-,..^sA-; ......

28
\,

\ *$r

K%S7? WRRISOIJ, ^Squais? Man", 35 year's ^old, a neat a ppc

man’ of vary bad reputation, married to a full-blood Osage Indian roman
named Katherine Cole; admitted mirder of Anna Bro*.;n, vrith help of Bryan
Burkhart at instigation of Y.K.Hale.

|

'

.•_ BRYAN BURKHART, a "Squav Kan”, younger brother of Ernest ? •

Burkhart, rho turned State's evidence in the State Courts.

•v vV ••:u
,

. , . y\ .
•

!* v ' / *. ”
. ^ i

'

’ DETY SELHI, a "Squa:? Man”, former husband of Cecilia Bi .-sheart ,

.

full-blood r-onan, rho ras hired by 7. K.Hule to murder an Indian,

but 7?ho lost his nerve «\nd later confossed.

43

,v>

LI%2I2 Q, el so kno^m as Lizzie Kile, full-blood Osage Indian
between 70 and 80 years of ago, imaensely roalthy in her cm right, mother
of ANNA BRO’TTT, I40LLIE HJFSQIAHT, rifo of EfNSST BURKHART, end PITA £951.11, >
rife of 8. E. "BILL" Sf'IIH. This Indian vaptun and her three daughters
v>oro all irmcnsely mealthy, ouch being the omar of Osage hood righto, and
receiving royal tios from oil end gas r<dls. ... h

m s
& :

The Government’s thoory in the invcstigfttion of the murder cases,
~feich subsoqutntly proved to bo substantially true, res that <7. K. Halo
dominated his nopher, Ernest Burkhurt, tho husband of Kollie Burkhart, end

,
planned to do auay rith Lizzie Q ana her remaining t"o daughters, anu

finally Burkhfirt’a om v:ifo, so that Burkhart •’ould fall heir to the head
rights of ell four, Burkhart being under the domination .of Kale, mho mould,
if necessary, eventually have killed Burkhart, and as u result acquired
tho, walth of these four Indian women.

1 - - m
?

v
‘

;
- If Just prior to the investigation of the Osage Indian ?!u;*der

... .
CnJes by tho UniJtud States Bureau of Investigation, t-TC dcuen Cnagf. I

under suspicious circumstances, and tho entire Osage Indian Ti’ibo

j

no the -^hit. citizens of that locality, mere terror-stricken

foar of their lives. Tho tribal council passed a resolution re guesting the

aid* of the Govarrunont in solving these rmirders. The- fact that Ir/n-abiding >

vr- •-

Jr-.;

. C.. xv-f.xf
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«qb actually foared to convorso with the agents of this Bureau m||

o rewont killings made the task of the Bureau’s agents extremely .if
;-72&

' j

"" ‘Information obtained by an agent of this Bureau indicated
l^-^^^i^p^tmection with the mysterious deaths of a large number of Indians the
1 4 -v5^r..“perpetrators of the crime, would Ret an Indian drunk, have a doctor examine f

‘ Kim and pronounce him intoxicated, following which a morphine hypodermic «

'

^ would be injected into the Indian, and after tho doctors dopfirture the ||
»j[.; '*-*?

* members of ihe gang would injoct an enormous amount of morphine under the 'M
* i^-nimpi

t

of -the drunken Indian, which would result in his death. She •

:

•'•

-^^^^^‘doctor’s certificate would «ubsoquently read, "death from alcoholic • : ^

;

2 poisoning".
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To further complicate the task of the Bureau in investigating^|jj^^^fe
.* these ’murders

, Burt I^awsoh, a convict confined in the Oklahoma State- '

.'-

ft&'&j&frlffr

. Penitentiary at Mcll-estcr. Oklahoma, made sovcrcl" bonfessions to tag '

'

Pan it antiary at Mcilestcr, Oklahoma, made aovcrkT bonfessions j-.fi
,

th^
murders, in which he claimed to have been employodBy Halo to ^rurder if.Bv

^
...

Smith and his family. Painstaking investigation by Bureau agents developed

•

that Halo had..p64c6ctod this story himself, by -which Lawson pretended to ...

implicate Hale, knowing full well that Halo could prove u perfect alibi -

for Lawson end thereby absolve himself at tic seme time. It was necessary
to disprove the details of Luwson’s confossion before, investigation looking
toward tho development of tho truo facts could be commenced. ?&i”'

34'
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In addition to thisofforton Hal c ’ s part to mislead tho
investi gators . ho had'TnTupon the further' pfaa’'*of 'throVilh.?’ suspicion upon

. ono Roy Bunch, who had boon intimatoly associated with Bonn’s wife for a
- yotit Oi® two prior %o floasi’s irrurdcr md who hr.u suhsoquuntly ninrried hor.
.Circumstances did point tho fingor of suspicion ut Bunch and it was
'necessary for Bureau agents to prove Bunch innocent before they provod
Ransey end Halo guilty of tho murder. Hiis was e.cccmplishod through tho
confessions of Ernest Burichart and John Rrmsoy, tiiich vindicated Bunch,

.-.False rumors and statements on the part of 77illiop K.Hnlc’s myriads of '

friends and honchmon c raised Bureau ngonts to nuJcc noodleos trips to
'4'

California, Now Hexioo, Old Mexico, Kansas, Colorado, Texas, and Arizcma. /

Annn Pnom rjr* rsfi* T 4 'T*i

r
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2

1 , about throe miles frem the tom of Fairfax, Oklnhcmr., on tbo
pasture Innda of William K. Halo, und hor body thrown into the bottom of t

, small ' rnvino . Invostigf.tion by Bureau agents revealed that on the night of -f-

her murdor she had boon piled with liquor by Kelsey Morrison and Bryan

f
nrt, who, uccompmiud by Cethorine Colo Morrison, full-blood Osage
of Morrisorfi drove by the ranch house homo of Willinr K. Hale, who-*’

shod Morrison with n 32 automatic pistol. From Hal o’s ranch h r<uooy-.^^|?^i|;r

drovo to within n few hundred foot of where tho murdered body of

Brown was later found, and whilo Bryi'.n Burkhart held tho dmnken AtPSw^-dV'
^Moi?4son shot hor through the back of tho head, wi ih the automatic pi 3tol
furnishod him by Halo for tho purposo.'

r>yy-
v'f •

'
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m -v Upon the discovery of Anna Brown’s body several days later^,3fflfei|HjK.''

^X^mr9A autopsy performed in the back of his store, at which he
’ *flw Anna Brown’s body was chopped up into small pieces, in. an a XTpr
prvamt the discovery of the fact that she had been murdered. All
f*c7« were developed from the questioning of Eel soy Morrison, himself
• testified to them at. the trial of Williem E. Ralo for utirder, being'
stantially corroborated as to the details of the. murder by his wife, > .

fcatherine Cole Morrison, and by Matt Williams, u bootlegger, who stated fr-OR.^^^,

the witness stand that he saw Anna Brown murdered while delivering ••'

ordered by Morrison and Burkhart. • >V. •

f4c mm
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“V? i:- Henry, floan was a picturosquc full-blood Osage Indian, six fcatv//.
;/-

> tall and a fino-looking spocimon. He wore his hair in plaits down his
;

, Roan was an inveterate drunkard, who stayed away from his hone for reeks/ atf;

a time. About a year prior to the murder of Henry Roan, William K.Enle/hn#-
• taken out a $25,Q00.p0 life insurance policy «n,Roan. John Ramsey r-ade^^S
friends with |toan' by means of Roan's fondness' fdr *nhisky and took Roan .out/

on ‘several occasions, ostensibly to furnish him liquor, but in reality to
Tiurder him. ITpon each occasion, however, Ramsey lost his nerve, but

ififMiJ&f

24&L *

29 >%
30^f
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33 r;
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3 4,'/

35,AP
36 r:'

VCr/
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"

4 0 "V
41

it-/,
42
43
44
45
46 /
47 Vr*
4S,,:/-

49
50
51 '

52 •

53 ,/
t

54 •'"ll'i

55,®
56/§&
5s34

58vfe
59--1^
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- ’ -of tiic nearby road, where ho shot Roan through the back o ' the head Vith
a 45-calibor pistol which he hod obtained fren the arsonol of Henry Croaiaar^ .k?Sim&ir

. .. .

This murder occured on J^opjiry 26, 1925,jUnfl investigation by |

•

Bureau agents developed that ’.Villinm K. Hale hired iiamsey to commie tills i.

murder, buying Ramsey a ;J500 .00 Ford cur prior to the nurdcr c.s a part
payment for the deed and paying him $1,000 in cash after the murder had
neon committed. It was developed that Henry Grurimor hod l“urnishcd John

,

;

/ ;//-/:/

. * R^nsey to Halo as the killer. Roan’s body was discovered sevcrrJ. days \/v/ :

later sitting in an upri^t position in hin car frozen stiff. The facts 51/
i { surrounding the murder of Roan -^re proven by John Ramsey’s own confession,'

7

as well as by the confession of Ernest Burkhart, nephew of Willicr. F. Hale,
'

%
who was present at all negotiations relative to the murder of Roan.

•• / /
'/•

John Rtansey did not even know Roan’s name at the time r. v, Lnucdce-ed ?

,

him, but had simply had l^oan pointed -out to him on the streets of Fairfax^ J //.:

Oklahoma, by William K. Halo as the Indian whom Kale wanted killed. Halo Z//T
was a self-appointed pall-bearer at Roan’s funeral, and Ramsey, the r.ctud
murderer, upon viewing the body of Roan, pretended to be deeply nfi'ecicd,

Henry Roan wus tho only ono of the five individuals proved to
hove boon murdered at tho instigation of William K. Hale who wns killed on
restricted lnj.<«a T ifigd t

thorob^- g<v< ng the United States
.
jurisdiction ' \ ur^i

thJ cf

U

ts5/ Rotua’s murdci*ed body was found upon the restricted hosicsx ;d4l

alactnont of Rose Littlo. Star, a full-blood Osage, 'hose Indian namn
Toif-Pah Po. •— •

*5 .’I
'*

;.-V WrJ’l

•ffj.%>-JS4*.

•>{

’

.jgjv ../, : ,

After tho death of Anna Brown und Henry Roan, Uilliam E. ( a/..
Staith .stated openly thut ho believed William K. Hnlo had killed, Henry Hoan

if- ?5i?vi
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ah®Anna Browi, and that Hale irould not hesitate to kill the rest of Liiti

C'C.
,8 children . A short time prior to his murder Srrith had had e. violin* 1

a.tyrfettC 71 th Hals relative to a 06,000.00 indebtedness which S>3i|h
:!|J

clelaad w*» due him by Hale. Shortly after thi3 altercation, oa the ififcgn

af Rterch '10, 1923, - the house of William E. Smith was blown up by hurtag 'Is

.giTe—gallon keg of ni tro-glycarin. exploded unuor it, blowing the house ts

S0m

j||g3f|r"

^ ».t* f.

14 and killing Rita Smith, wife of W. E. Smith, and Kettle BrooksdxiiP^^^||i- ;

v

15 V, s’”white servant girl instantaneously, and horribly mangling, th
o
'body of

16 ‘-William E. Smith, who lived a few hours, however, - and stated his bolief^4lB?^S^
s&r'lefo

IB:

2 0

2i 3

-t ^ •*

23 ^
24 I

25 *:

26

that Hale had had him killed*
;**»'* ^ v
ft-.*'' .

’

,*X-#r ;

X-"r<> «jJV}.
• •;••

WS^5' It .vw, developed through * invest! gation by Bureau agents that.

William K. Hale had hired John Ramsoy und Asa "Acc n Kirby to murder *•

X /William 2* Smith and his wife and had Subsequently paid Ramsay apprcxiM^i^^^

*

A* *» J>K *A -J* . *i i 1. V. _ tM J .<> MU . /. ^ A ^ n ••<>«> «*. _ m V^f Tr» *-» ^ " 1
v.- I.’.*-’??:. _ Itk i

^iouu.uu ior punoiming &u e ciui-aur* a’uusu iatvo wuu- pivvuw wj ciwauc w .

^-. . a confession obtaino(l from John Remscy himsolj?

,

Hns well gs the corf ..r-sioh
;,

y
Pr

. of Ernest Bu^daort, who pointed out Smith's hods’b vto Ramsoy and Kirby
,

.

acting under instructions from Ealo, nnd who sought cut Thimsuy or. the

28$'
29 '&
30|$v
* L *:-

22 '

3 2

34.
35 -

’

36 X

of this ourdor to inform him that William K, Halo and Henry Gromr.or, in * -r:

order to allay '^s^icion ,
wero going to Fort Worth, Tdxas, to a cottlonon's -

-cohfaronoo
,
und that William 2. Smith and his trif.- should be murdered thatr^'v-^^j^

night. It developed further that Williom E.Hole had attcr-pied to hiro
: .;

the notorious outlau, A1 Spcncor, to commit this rurdcr, but Spcnc :r "- f:

— AA a O «. i* jt » <i> j 1 ^ JL-. 4 ^ /i. V >«>. 1*. ^ A m a ^ ivww

i

tn ^ 4- % ^ r-. rs 4* 1% r ,V\*K h v 4" Ttf SI n ••

ruiusuu , mu viug uiau nv auu uu ujl^h ciu 1 uuwau.^ cj. wa^jlai wa

blowing a safo and killing individuals in such an attempt, ho had not sunk
"

so low as to murder helpless individuals for money. After Spencer’ r •

'

rofUacJ. Halo attempted to hire "Blacki o” IhompsCn
,
Sick Gregg, und his • •

'--r

f'.ithor, John Gregg, to murder '7i Ilian Smith and his family, all of -whom

r^fUsod* .

.

. .
. . ^

. It
, •

m*\^ ,*4fb’%.’
‘

| william K, Halo bee :iao afraid that "Ace* Kirby, tAic p
rxticipat£4,

in tho murder oftho Smith family as sat out above, and n-ho actually plaojft.-.' ;.r»|:p'

*JU ^ />i —^ M_ 1 1 - « a/ m aV' ,-1 «rn ^ m \n>»r' w 4-V . C> 4-V K/“ u e r ari^ -i

•nould make known Hide's connection with those mui'ders, fjid uccordi’vdy-

porsundod Kirby to attempt tho robbery, of a grcc-ry store n.ar the

Oklahoma State line, assuring Kirby that tho ^r-ncr of tho grocery store,
;

pessossad certain vcluablo gens. 'Rio ovnor of trio star o ir.s in turn in?Qma&j£0t'

of tho oxnct hour of the contemplated robbery and as Kirby forced ontrr.nos-;-

into tho grocery store through tho windoTi, gr.K-ted him vdth savored loads of <* .

buckshot from a shotgun, thereby ramoving a nitnoss who could have implicated ",

, Halo end his nosocintea.
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Ernest Itarfcn

• oai vi rjimi

^•*Sx

-f — Jl -V, A
1 vji\a|H£ confronted mw "biaCKio" xnorapson rac

tracts relative to tho rurdors which ugonts had f-.lrerdy obtain*

cssod that he knew nil about the murdors; thf.it Roy, Bunch, rho

_.ta fievo eoranitted the murder of Henry Rorn, v’.s innocent, r.nd th»t John

•^Rnaaoy, sho was ct that time living on Million K. Hale’s rr nch, had

nctivaiy in nil the nurdors. John Ramsey vox imodintcly located by agents
' of the Bureau, and upon being confronted by Burkhart nnd 1 arming that f

HJK#?:
tor ‘

•

Buxlchort hnd confessed, node n complete eanfessi on no to his part in

murders.

11 the

20
.. v :?

xk

£• -• in addition, to the solution of the murders themselves, Bureau
:

f agents discovered that Mollie Burkhart, full-blood Csage Indian wife of

/Ernest Burkhart, ^o alone remained between William Hale’s nephew, Ernest

Burkhart, and the fortune of , the Lizzie Q. farsily, at the time the
_

* Government commOnced
t
i ts investigation of tho^c.'iso was dying fraas ?>hat

was believed to be slow poisoning. It is an established fact that ac sooa

as she was gotten out of the control of Burkhart and Halo she immediately

regained her health and is living today.
.. * t t

%

In conducting investigations of these -imrciers emo Special Agent

the Uni tod Stoto s Bureau of Investigation posed as an Indian mcdicino man

in an undercover investigation, claiming to be in search of relatives who

had movod to Oklahoma several years before. Eo made a lot of modi clno

around Fairfax, consisting mostly of sweetened water, and was taken in by

the Indians, visited in their homos, attondod their ceremonials, thereby

gaining much usoful information. Not only did the agent acting as a

medicine man in actually dispensing the sweetened water to the Indians

« rvin thoir confidence and cooperation, but ho also served as an Indian

medicine man in tho inner circlo and tribal councils, helping them to make
j plans for the administration of thoir tribal problems and government.

'
1

1
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Another Special Agent of tho United S’-ott s Bureau of Invostig&ti
r f* tn wil "1 v
^ V V IA ^ ^

*
'

4-V -
wxv;

f> rV-UOly
j

r\ a/*. < f?ao no^rr*f.^ ac orl cs” «>rO l .'til
OT>f^
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BOld
the homos

life insurance
of

of a legitimate character, thereby gaining ent

i nflubntlaL citizons and gathering usoful information, which

£’£!./•’
P* .:

!

r a"?-
-v v ,*Rm:

tho citizens rofusod to give to government agents openly because of thoir

foor of William K. Halo. In connection wi til this sale of life insurance,

of course, information about the personal habits end other typos of

information •vailnblo to insurance companies would bo obtained, and
' frequently this information would havo n direct bearing or the different -

'

angles of the case undor investigation. This agent contacted Willirxi X.
-•i Wnl a h<ms«1f \5nd«r his eiil se of an insurance salesman, and almost .succeeded

*

In felling him er policy.
r':

i :.• Si**' f- -

ir.vx.
-
:

‘Still ^mother Special Agent of the United States Bureau rf

stigation played the part of a plain Texas, cowman , - and established cl;

f
Invlatigation played the part of a plein_Texns.,ccwmen> - and established cidaBK^v- ».«•

association with many of Hale’s intimates and aaipToyecs, all or mom
knowingly contributed useful information. Tho agents cf the Un; tod States '/-/.v'

- Burdau of Invest! gntion viio were working undercover on this caso often mot
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gaoto and dangerous places in. the Osage country, such as the wcr*£a '

ttsjaly uaod as a meeting piece by Al Spencer and his outlaw g*ng #

Mga** Hill, whore many murdors and robberies had bcon plotted. ;

ts of the United States Buroau of Investigation, together tjjrith a

*
-t ^

.

n-V

12
1 3 ffiTi&ra.* ttP&P.; tno occasion sat up for two nights ond days tri tii a convict witness

enant of the state Bureau of Criminal Identification of •fl!klafccim&,f$

14 *|»^'^boforo
:
pbtaining a artatom ant from him. The interesting incidents oeoursB^ta^^fS^

the invostigation ond tho trial of the guilty parties invClvod in these

1 6 murders are too numerous to mention.

Burt Lawson, 'Those "bogus" cenf ossion caused J^*ccu agents' many. :

hour*- of woory work, upon his raloosc into custody of the agents, proved ..vyd

to be' a glutton /who ate toabono steak and French-fried potutoos throe
» times a day. Upon his first visit to a cafeteria with agents, upon
roaohlJig ;thc cashier hems found to have fpur pieces of pie and throo J'

?‘3 IQ. .. x- pjocos • of coko upon his tray' and complained of .the fact that he hue so rocs*,,

24^^" for.* moat di^sh..
*

•

-J • vU-'r
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22^>
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v I Dcwoy Selph, n material Government witness, testified to the fact
that ho ms Hired toy Wiliam K.Halo to murder Kelsey Morrison’s rife. He

Sis"?.*u y

»

; jmas released from tho Syracuse, Kansas, Jail to (testify, and while being hcldii-

s.. *4 Guthrio, Oklahoma, with other material witnesses who hod been transferred’^,
,11:

!:

f<

:v <**r> . . :*:«••

'ty.Kv*^”
4

.

V**> f

V

at 'Guthrie, Oklahoma, with other notarial witnesses who hod boon transferred’^
from the.Kansas State Penitentiary, ho •’as left in a jail coll of which nil

. -the bars wore found to have been partly sawed. He showed his appreciation
toy breaking out ofhthc sawed bars and was subsequently located by Bureau
agents clad only in hi 3 underclothing, attempting to hide in c. barrel at .!

• n pressing shop nt pawhudea, Oklahoma
,
where ho -was having his suit prossodu^;4

Ho gave cs his reason for 'the jail brock that he intended calling on a lady
friend, who, incidentally, was his ox-wife, Cocilia Bighanrt, full-blood./.:

•*

Ospgo roman. ^ ..

I

’

On another occasion Solph wnlkod out on a drunken jailor, taking v -
:%.

with him the jailor's pistol, and afterwords stole an automobile, i

Buruuu zs\o nts i -

1
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1;» . a

tS

and returned to testify at the trial of Halo. Dowoy Solph ’3 next
tp-escapo, after having boon returned to tho Arkansrjs State Por.i tentiary

comploto n sontBnco thore, ro suited fatally for him.

. -,-fe
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- ’ Uhilo tho trial was actually in progress r. Bureau agent obtained
'

‘information to tho offoct that Hale ras rocoiving letters from n witness who
'h had perjured himself at Halo’s formor trirOl. This agent searched Halo’s

cold, and located in the bodclothing two letters from tue witness stating
)i ft H 1 rnrso 1 -P 4 n TTril n t n H t- T -T- — - - -

1* A4 hrm^w\ \+ the* 1 act +• r»

t

al
JL. Ik* W VJ. *- 1 . -L-

r» r n ra 4* rs*w /4r. #*?
'Xivu w<^*.uvwt

g so again.’. This witness was subsequently sent to tho State pcr.i:

Ufa on a charge at’ murder, and tho stnta.icntr wore introduced t ^',insfeWhftf’:#

at' his final trial. ‘ .....

An uttorntiy for H ilo located two trumps .-nd carefully seboolo
them in. helping propnro n dofor.se for the trial of Hale.
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k* TUureau discovered this situation, secured confessions from theat-^i
p^p

ffey prevented their appearance at the trial. Same witnesses &ei^si|^HK
t*«44fy voluntarily et tho trial of Hale and Ramsey and received ^l^f||l
i«xt aentonces because of their perjured testimony. Most notwror.^4r^i^p
ig the® was P. C..Hester, Tho was given a sentence of two years .in

13 Federal Penitentiary and fined 5100-00# Other friends and relatives

•j'w* -

.

Hals sere sentenced for being in contempt of court and for interfering
with the legal progress of the court.

• ;wwr:iPFfT..t ,.
•

John Ramsey, upon his triffl. for aarder, offered an alibi to the

,^^.•>^4^;. effect that he was not in Fairfax, Oklahoma, on the date, of the saxrder for.
Sw|fci. whl ch h 9 whs being; tried. Investigation by agents of the Bureau resulted

l'a the production o-f the hotel register 6* an old Indian, woman \tiio had
i formerly operated a hotel at Fairfax, Oklahoma, reflecting t*at Hamsey" <;.y\*

;yV ‘--

"

was actually rogisterod in this hotel on the day of the murder. This id

/.-Indian "soman, it. developed, hud boon furnish whiskey by a lawyer
Jfcv; presumably working ii -tho interest of Halo

,
• in • an .attempt to have her

* change her testimony. This lawyer was subsequently sentenced to eighteen
^ months in c Fodcrnl Penitentiary for this action on his pert.
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Upon thu successful conclusion of the cases ue>*inst Krlo $md
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32
33 '•
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34.--'

35 *

36 Sf S

Hornsey end tho other individuals involved in the murders, the Osage
Indians-, through their- tribal council, passed resolutions, enrolled
upon tho records of tho tribes, expressing their appreciation of the

great service rendered by agents cf the United States Bureau of Investigation
in breaking up the vicious murder ring which had been preying upon that i

tribe for years.
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46
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William K.Hale ar.a John Ramsey wore tried four times - ti.lce
\

in_the Foderal District Court at Quthric, Oklahoma, cnce in the Federal
District Court at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and oneo' in the Federrjl
District Court at Pathusku, Oklahoma, resulting in their being ccrNti ctod
for the narder of Henryji onjj. ,_urid_ _sentenc cd to life imprisonment in \h e ..

Federal Panitchtia’ry at Lcuvon~?orth. Kansas. Uhoco two convictions/8?cr©.f
in~~tETO FedgrGl~Court/duo to the fact that tho United State 3 hed

,

jurisdiction- over tho actual placo where Henry Reon -as murdered. Ot.-v-h

sontone os imposed in the state courts for murders over which tho United ,

Statos hEd nc jxirisdiction were Rrn-jpt Burkhart , lifn inprisonment for |,

his port in tho murder of Willian E. Smith und family; Holsey to rr is or.,
j

life iinprl sc nmont .for tho rnrdor of Anna Bro wn, while Bryan“Blrkhurt, i

brothor or ih*nsst Buli^^t'^turnocl^stato ’ a eviaence in state court and 1
4 * p

was novor convicted.
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f It i§ interesting to note that upon the first trial of Hale an
»y tho Federal District Court ruled thut it hrd no jurisdiction c.vcr^

case, only toJ>o reversod by tho Supronc Court of tho United S totes ^
iin tho .compare, ;ivoly short period of twenty-five days,. From thD
>ttd~ trial of Hale and Ramsoy in the Federal Court at Guthrie a hur£
f rosultod. Uft enso was rotriesd Qt Oklahoma City in the Federal

‘
•.

,
. :* .
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^District Court at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, emd both Halo and Rcmsoy were

vvi'.,.
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ct©4 end given life sentences. Hale appealed and hnd his conv£ct«t>^

>»«4 upon the ground that the case had been 'tried in the wrong IS

decision automatically reversed Rcasey's ccnvictloq -also. Upc-n

ial Hale and Fmsey asked for a severance and were tried separnttel

in the Federal district Court at Pawhuska, Oklahoma, resulting in cowrie"

and sentences as set forth above. .

~

One other interesting sidelight to these cases is the fact
•a. .*»<,? .-w.

\AV •

.

- - ~

"Billie'' Hale, the beautiful d augh ter*of W.K. Hale, within a comparatively^
v^£fs£

short time after her father had been. sent to the penitentiary, married a :

•**

^Tr

wealthy full-bl.ood Osa.'.e Indian, erected a hone, and at present lives

within a few hundred yards from the spot where Anna Brown's murdered tody

was found.
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Following the discovery ofoil in the Osage country of
- Oklahoma, the "black gold rush" brought many of the worst :•

' ^ criminals in the nation to that section to prey upon the newly
rich Indians and, if profitable, to marry them. During a

'period of recenf years many wealthy Osagp Indians cane~fo tie Sr
• death in' a~mysteriou3 manner, and these outrages came tc a
l

> climic” with the deaths of Anna Brown, Henry Roan, and W. E.

"Bill" Smith and family. Hie Osage Tribal Council and many
business vEidn began to offer rewards for the solution of the

; mysterious murders, and amateur detectives and many, so-called .

"sleuths" made fruitless investigations which resulted^ in ,

nothing more than a destruction of many valuable "leads" and
the loss of the confidence and cooperation of the citizens in

‘ any kind of investigation. Such was the situation that con- *

fronted Special Agents of the Bureau of Investigation, U. S.

Department of Justice, when they began the' investigation of
the alleged murders.

It was developed that a hunting party found the body of
Anna Brown in a, ravine near Fairfax, Oklahoroa, a crude autopm/

indicating -that she had been shot through the craniuu from the
rear; that Henry Roan, an Osage Indian, whoso body was found
/v*% +V n <9aa+ A'f Vi 4 0 aov* 4 vt wk omtt 1 1 oomrAn Vi ori A + r\ V \ ttyn L, no X AUUV 0UU U 11au VUA *u u miuux* wwui^ vii) muwl vvwv v v

death as a result of a gunshot wound; and thut the hoae of

1, E. "Bill" Smith had been completely demolished during the

nigEt by VchargS of high explosive, which resulted in the

death of Smith, his wife, wholwaS an Indian, and a servant girl.

The attention of the Agents, who were searching for motives

for the crimes, was directed toward W. K. "Bill" Htile, an

unscrupulous prospector, who was known to have had in hi3 employ

many reckless characters. It was learned that Anna Brora was

the daughter of the Squaw, Lizzie who had two other daughter*;,

llollle and Rita. Ttio latter was the wife of Bill Smith and

Mollie wasjuarried to Earnest Burkhart ,
a nephew of Bill Hale.

Lizzie Q. had acquired a large fortune, a3 had her children.
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r and .her daughter, Anna Brown, providing that the survivor of

W « ’•** the two wouI (1 Inherit the bulk of the other’s estate. It was
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before the death of Lizzie Q,. that Anna Brown res found

ered. apparently Rita Staiith alone stood between tho entire .

rtune of the family and Burkhart* s wife, Mollie. Bill Snith

saw the situation and began to discuss openly the possibilities

Connected with the* death of Anna. Ho doubt it would be- beneficial

to some one to dispose of asith and his wife. Such was the status

of affairs when Staitb’s heme was blown up, resulting in the tragedy

already described. The apparent plans were miscarried, however,

when Smith survived his wife by a* few hours, and his wife’s estate

went to a daughter of Smith by a former marriage. It was also

learned that Bill Hale had a claim of $6,000.00 against Henry Root,

one of the victims* After Roan's death it was discovered that Hale
had insured Roan's life for $25,000.00, and that Hale was the

beneficiary. , The insurance was not paid on account of fraud.
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*» The Bureau of Investigation Agents continued their investiga-

tion, winning the confidence and cooperation of the Indians, as

well as the whites, mingling with the people^ ao medicine men, in-

surance agents, aad gathering valuable information, until they ob-

tained evidence sufficient to show that Hale was the siidter-nlnd

behind these murders, in order to obtain far himself ana nephews
the fortune of Lizzie Q. and her daughters, us well as the incur-,

aace on the life of Henry Roan. The murders nad been brutal and
in cold blood, and evidence was obtained showing that tht^- were

committed under the direction of Eale.
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Every trick and device of resourceful attorneys had to be met

at the trial. Witnesses committed perjury in their testimony, and

many of the prosecution's witnesses were intimidated and threatened.

However, on October 29, 1926, at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, William H.

Hale and John Ramsey, who participated in the murder of Henry p.oun,

were found guilty and were sentenced to life imprisonment in

Leavenworth Federal Penitentiaiy.
.

_?»

The case as to W. K. Hale was reversed and remanded for re-

trial by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals. Following

this, Agents of the Bureau of Investigation made a rechock of the

original investigation and Hale was brought to trial again at

Pawhuska, Oklahoma. On January 26, 1929, he was again convicted

and sentenced to life Imprisonment at Leavenworth.
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On the afternoon Of May 16, 1934, Miss Amanda ?

^Patrick - of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, called in the office >

and advised that she had been a. Witness in some of the vexio^s

• prosecutions growing out of the'' Osage Indian murders involving >

If. KpHale: that she had been severely beaten anc. leit *or

dead by one JimVfeharp, who, she stated ,» was a defendant *?i - t

one Of1 these cases, and who had suppliec an agent o« t*.e

with a/lstatement of his attack on her; and that she now desired

•fco secure a copy of this statement or to be allowed to see it.
;

; 'jmm
* v

I informed Miss Patrick that*£.<ch statements, as welly

as all other information gathered by agents of this Division, are

kept entirely' confidential, and that we are restricted by •
'

*

legislative enactment from supplying such information to private

individuals.

>
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#

Respectfully,
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, NAT
** *9 A V

.CT

*? A* -

>.
’ *

.

Mr.lWiitehurst, who stated that he is the clerk of
the House

*

Judiciary Committee, called try telephone to inquire
of Miss AmandanPatrick who was then in his office and who
stated that she had previously interviewed me and haul been
denied the privilege of examining certain cases in our files
which she stated pertained to an assault. jfco^mitted on her by
one Jim^Sharp some years ago in Texas.

:v i-"i <••

:¥- :"

rX rtold Mr. Whitehurst that Miss Patrick had made
1 <1

such a' request of me and that I had explained to her that all
the information contained in the files of this Division were
of a confidential nature and that we were restricted ty legis-
lative enactment from supplying information contained therein
to o toor than duly authorized law enforcement officials*

ft |C:>

*i c-,..
• • .J/?'

I informed Mr. Whitehurst that -the Division would
be pleased to handle any request which he might make that
would come properly within our jurisdiction. Mr. \Tnitehurst
said that he had no such request to make.

• ,k . \\

Respectfully^
' ,» : :,r •«.

:

i.\

:

iM -
r-

Lovrden

tr

-
. *

- *
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B&isum of ^«6esttgatum

,£L ^eparinmti of Justice

^Pasljutgtmi, C.

August 11, 1934

- v

MOIORANDUM JOB HR. TAMM

^
' On the afternoon of August 10, 1934, a Mr. Ward,

' Secretary to Congressman/Marland of Oklahoma, telephoned to

/"advise that one Amanda M.l Patrick, who was then in his office,
r

claimed to have money due her for confidential information

furnished Special Agent Frank Smith in connection with the
,

Jim Sharpe case* in Texas and Oklahoma. T.X.

Upon receipt of this information, I called ilr. Ward and

Wi-
v-*; -ktttfiSS: \

in answer t° .his inquiries as to the authenticity of this woman’s ;»

a’3
*:':$*'*

- L,

IT'

>: ••; *

pr">

’ claim, I'informed him that on May 17, 1934., I had interviewed her,

'at which time she was seeking compensation for injuries which she

alleged had been sustained as a result ,o£Jier having supplied in-

formation concerning one Jim/Sbarpe who^is’a defendant in one of

the cases jgSing out of the Osage Indian murders involving W. K.

OHale. I informed Mr. Ward that at that time Miss Patrick desired

to have access to our files concerning this case ana that follow-

ing her departure I had searched unsuccessfully for any reference

to her which might be contained in our files.

; .
/

.'TS"'
Pt.”;

Mr. Ward was further Informed that Mr. Whitehurst,

Clerk of the House Judiciary Committee, had made similar inquiries

concerning kiss Patrick on June 6, 1934* and that I had informad

Mr. Whitehurst at that time that our files c

would serve to identify Miss Patrick or whic]

*

ttj-

u/'*

any claim she might have against the Government.

Mr. Ward informed me that he believed this woman would

return to his office the next day for the purpose of "bumming*

$10.00 or so from him and that for this reason he had made the

Inquiry.

Respectfully,
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September 5, 1934

MH.TORANDUM FC& MR. TOLSON. >:i ..

w ».

In compliance with a request from Mr. Quinn, I

‘ furnished him with copies of the following photographs

relative to I. C. 70-File, #62^5055, to be delivered

to Mr. Sex (Jollier: T.t
* . r * *•

A “ ‘ /*

Ravine where Anna Brown’s body was found.

Hale's ranch house.
'

'william K. Hale (Front view). *

William K. Hale (Profile).

Smith house before explosion.

Smith’ house after explosion.

Anna Brown.

Rita Smith, Nettie Brookshire.

John Ramsey.

...* *V

: v. . r iTV 1

,
.. • M. . -

,* y.V« 4 '*. ••.;.$•.
.

:i^ir

It is my understanding that hr » Collier lost the

several photographs recently furnished by this office to

Mr. to be delivered to Mr. Collier.

v p t&y ' =

-Kft.
•

f' -i
'

-sV.

Respectfully,
l:M!:

* '**•
?>“ • -WST*^ *>.*?• ••;•

w. H. D. Lester.
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Mr. GsorgerMedler of the Files Section^

whp ^sisted the writer In obtaining pictures of
interest from the files in the William King Hale
case, for delivery to Mr. Rex Collier, requested a
copy of Division I. C. #70.F.62-5033, entitled, .

Willies King!Hale; JohuRansey-^- |4urder on Indian
^Reservation*

,
’to read, which was furnished to him

for this purpose.
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Please fee it^rsed' that oiT August list Sr* Hex

Collier ap;>cared at. i.10 offloe, acd stated taat he had beo& v
'furnished with several photographs tf the Director to be

use<t in eorjaection with orepariru; certain cases Tor tec Saint
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^-v! the Ba«e had been lost. -He aui.de a careTul aeorcb at, the plaOes '

•j 3 Jr where he had v! ^ited, inserted an ad in the paper, b.t ^ae

> 4, ? 1^,' - . . „
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* '•\ unable to locate these photographs . Ho.-ic.-var, X found t:i&t pr_or
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Please be informed that on August 31st Mr. Sex

^Collier appeared at. the office. and stated that he had been.

furnished with several photographs hr trie Director to be

' used{. in Connection with preparing certain cases for toe Sa_.it

Louis Post Dispatch; that he needed immediately a photograpu

' 0f William Kin£*Hale, as well as any other photographs avail-
;

able.v£i£ that. file.
< * * * *
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• A photograph of Hale, together with a photograph -d;

of the house before and after it was blown up, were xurni->oed

to Mr. Collier, and on the following day he informed me tpat

the same had been lost. He made a careful search at the places

where he had visited, inserted an ad in the paper, but was
.

^ j
unable to locate these photographs. However, I found tnat pr_or

to delivering these photographs to Mr. Collier, Mr. Lester

made twelve copies of each and since that time I have given Mr.

Collier a duplicate set in order that he could use toe same in

connection with his articles.
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P. 0. Box 1276

Oklahoma City. Oklehcaaa

February 11, 1935

Director,
Division of Investigation,

U.S. Department of Justice,

Penney!vanla Avenue at 9th Street, N.W.,

Washington, D. C. ' \ :
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please be adviaed that on February 11, 1*35 Jhare

appeared .at this' office a man who (save hie- mho ae Bll^Gi-if

JS stated that he 1. a reporter for the Soutbwe.tjmshcan. a

daily newspaper at Port Smith, drtonsas. Be desired to he

furnished With information relative to •the,.W . K. Bale^ase^

•' Hale -being convicted in connection with the killing som -

Osage^Ir.dlans a fa. year. ago. I ashed him 'Byhed.airedthe
;

duta and he stated that he is writing a story which he ejects

sill he published in one of the UcFadden Company* s detective

story magazines*
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I Of course, informed this man that he should make

inquiry of the Division with respect to such matters.
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1 was act favorably impressed with the appearance of

this individual and my reccmmendation in the mat er, » c

cours^reulise lagratultous, la that he be not furnished any

information with reepeet to this or any other case.
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Very truly'yburs,
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DWIGHT BRANTLEf,

Special Agent in Charge^
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P. 0. Box 1276
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
February 16, 1935
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Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
U.S. Department of Justice, *
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W.,

a‘.M
? ' V JV/ V".
i

;

Washington,
v D. C. «A . \

pe: W. K. Hale - Murder of f
• c A

Dear Sir: Osage Indiana. t

* Reference is made to your -£e\egram of February !£.

1935 ln s nhich you stated the Bureau has advised BlU^Cfiffios,
Hotel Bristol of Oklahoma City, to confer with me with respect

to this case and that I am authorized to discuss the case with
him without referring to individual names of any Agents,

*

Please be advised that I previously wrote the

Bureau concerning this individual. Since receipt of your

telegram I have contacted the Hotel Bristol and made inquiry

concerning Griffles, but was informed that he is no longer

registered there.

Very truly 'yours.
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Dear Sir*

if-

Director,
Federal Bureau of Invest igatieo,

U.S. Department of Justice, .'

Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W.
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Washington* ‘D. C.
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Re: W.-E. Bale, et al.

, Murder o?
,
Osage Indians.
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L8 OfflC
Kitr^walwhile in Okemah had occasion to interview Mr. Kit^Walker of the

First Rational Bank of that city, at whi
f
ch time Mr. Walker

divulged to him that he is a very close friend of W. K. Bale, .

now confined in Leavenworth Penitentiary, serving a life sentence

for implication in the Osage murder cases, and that he, Mr.

Walker", is going to aid Hale in securing a pardon from the Feni~

tentiary; that he and Congressaan Gassaway are going to Washington

in the near future and present the matter to the President of the ;

United States, the Attorney General, and confer with the Bureau

in the interest of securing his freedom. He stated that Senators

Core and Thomas are in accord with this move.
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tMW Okeoah,
. OkMoitt, he -had oceasi.-a to lntar-
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ror./oMf lnfomatlon, ia l^Cj this Bureixu isvc-x.ig5.tod.

Oaao ia, ^hldh Sale ves the priapipal offender, cad the fncti .

^Wbri«fly| ' are ae' follows! Rroa l^Sl to 1923 cc-vewu 0.. ^e Indiana.

& kfeidlfd'-apoer ifs»ea«rloas cirau«alaiM^(!p«i th.o Osaje lac’Ua Rcserv.-i^-xK^
.^ la Otlehowa.
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- Fowr ladlans and t Alts girl rr-ns thought to h^vs ’'..w'-

^ -** :̂ ‘ at th# IneUgaUon of Ulliaa King {Big BiU) Sale,
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*t eoaetis.es referred to as "King of the O.gage*, in order to collect
Insurance and to sake two of Hale's nephews cole heirs to valuetie

®“‘- •" dll properties of the aurderod Indians. Investi.;stica in this case
4^- was extreealy difficult due to Bale's power in the coauunity and

^
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fear In which he' was held, which is uvicenced hy the fact that
l^^.sewiral' witnesses ooealtted perjury in their toctlf-ony lud taany of

Govemaant*s witnesses were iatinidated uao threateaed. Hale*
eoce was so strong that before he was finally fentenced to

luprleonnent, he was tried four tineei t»ic.e in the federal
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